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A NEW VISION 
By Bishop Dan Schwerin 

On May 1, 2025, the Council 
of Bishops and the Connec-
tional Table proudly unveiled 
a new vision for The United 
Methodist Church—a vision 
that reflects our deep com-
mitment to embodying God’s 
dream for the world. A world 
where every person encoun-
ters the transformative grace 
of Jesus Christ, where com-
munities flourish, and where 
all creation is made whole. 

“The United Methodist Church 
forms disciples of Jesus 
Christ, who are empowered 
by the Holy Spirit, love bold-
ly, serve joyfully, and lead cou-
rageously in local communi-
ties and worldwide connec-
tions.” 

This renewed vision is more 

than words —it is an invitation 
to embrace joy and hope as 
we live God’s mission. It also 
provides a clear, Christ-
centered framework for mis-
sional unity and collaboration 
across the Northern Illinois-
Wisconsin Episcopal Area 
and our worldwide connec-
tion.   

Continued on Page 2 
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A NEW VISION 

FORMER MOUNT ZION PROPERTY 
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Now, more than ever, the world needs to 
experience God’s boundless love. We may 
soon see the most vulnerable struggle 
even more—how might this vision remind 
us how we can love practically? How 
might we demonstrate love greater than 
our differences? 

What a wonderful statement to use as a 
mirror for decisions made at an adminis-
trative council, or as a budget is made. 
What a great tool for teaching: how is God 
calling your congregation to love boldly, 
serve joyfully, and lead courageously? Per-
haps this is a moment you could be person-
ally challenged by this vision. How might 
you live in this vision prayerfully? 

We still have a mission to ‘make disciples 
of Jesus Christ for the transformation of 
the world.’ This new vision offers direction 
and challenge. I am grateful to be reminded 
that vision takes us into our communities 
and world to live the vision of Jesus with 
those God has given us to love. 

Thank you for your faithfulness. 

Peace,  

Bishop Daniel W. Schwerin 
Northern Illinois-Wisconsin Episcopal Area  

State of the 
Church 

Bishop Schwerin present-
ed a State of the Church 

Address to Wisconsin 
United Methodists at their 
Annual Conference in Mid-
dleton in early June. 

Cargill UMC shared the 
address via video between 

Sunday worship services a 
few weeks later. 

You can watch the ad-
dress by visiting YouTube 
and searching for “Cargill 

UMC Bishop State of the 
Church 6 22 25” 

Members of Cargill UMC should 
expect to see notice soon of a 
Church Conference that will be 
called regarding the former Mount 
Zion UMC property in Janesville.  

As the result of a merger last Octo-
ber between the Cargill and Mount 
Zion congregations, Cargill has 
been holding the property in trust 

at 2130 Mount Zion Avenue. 

We recently received offers to pur-

chase the property. As this news-
letter was being finalized, the 
Church Council was preparing to 
review the offers and make a rec-
ommendation for congregational 
approval.  

The objective from the beginning 
has been to honor Mount Zion’s 
legacy and repurpose the property 

to continue doing good in the com-
munity for years to come. 
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IMPROVEMENTS COMING SOON 

NEXT GENERATION MINISTRIES 

LOOKING UP! HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Cargill UMC this year will be r 

olling out improved ways for 
members and friends to connect. 
By upgrading to a new church 
management software called  

Amplify, we will be able to offer: 

■ Members/friends access to  
an online church directory 

■ Easier, faster ways to sign up 
for events 

■ Simpler ways to give online 
and give in person (using  
portable kiosks throughout  
the building) 

■ A Cargill UMC app so you can 

keep track of all-things Cargill 

on your mobile device 

■ A streamlined, redesigned 
Web site 

We’ll announce the improvements 
as they become available.  
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FARMERS MARKET 

SATURDAY, June 21 | 9am |Lounge 

MEAL MINISTRIES 

FREE COMMUNITY MEAL 
Saturday, July 19, 4-5pm 

In Fellowship Hall 
 

MENU: sub sandwiches, salad, chips 
& dessert 
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FLAT JESUS TRAVELS FAR & WIDE IN SUMMER ’25 

 

Check out more sightings of Cargill members and friends 
sharing photos of their travels: During worship each week, 
and on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall. 

Just a few 
more Flat 
Jesuses are 
available. 
See the 
Welcome 
Center in 
the Narthex. 

Send your Flat Jesus photos to Next Generation 
Ministry Coordinator Brittney Mansur at: 
 

Brittney@CargillUMC.org 
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GROWING GENEROUS GIVERS 

 

 

If you’ve been watching this spot in recent months, 
you’ve noticed the phrase, “Growing Generous Givers.” 
It’s part of our ongoing goal to be a vibrant congrega-
tion that welcomes people in, and then connects back 
out into the community.  

The notion of Growing Generous Givers is about  
creating sustainable resources for the future of the 
Cargill United Methodist Church and the Cargill  
Christian Learning Center. 

Growing Generous Givers invites all of us to wrestle 
with God about what God wants us do to do with our 
financial resources. In other words, it’s about money, 
but only in part. It’s also a spiritual journey.  

We have a vision that is amazing and exciting. When we invite your financial giving, 
we’re inviting you to be a partner in that future. We’re praying that you invest your  
resources in something that aligns with your values and beliefs.  

To enroll, check on, or grow your giving, please visit cargillumc.org/giveonline/ 

Thank you for your generosity, your faithfulness, and your prayers! 

Pastor Steve Scott 
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Flat Jesus on the Move 
Look inside to see where Cargill members 

and friends have taken Flat Jesus with them 
on their summer travels so far. 
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