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WHY CHURCH? 

By Pastor Steve Scott 

My mom and mother-in-law 
had the same best friend 40 
years apart, but they never 
knew it.  

Carolyn and my mom,  
Marianna, were college 
classmates in Evanston, IL, 
in the 1950s.  

Decades later, Carolyn and 
my mother-in-law, Nancy, 
were fast friends who met 
through their nearby  
UMC churches in Waukesha 
County.  

Only after my mother’s 
death did I come across  
correspondence that made 
the connection. 

As did my mom and mother-
in-law, their mutual friend 
Carolyn Boyden has dedicat-
ed much of her life to the 
United Methodist Church. 

Last month Carolyn wrote 
on Facebook about “why do 
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The Next Generation team, one of Cargill’s six MCCI teams, met with ministry 

coach Michelle Shiparski in November. MCCI is the Missional Church  
Consultation Initiative, which involves dozens of Cargill members prayerfully 

revitalizing ministries for the benefit of the church and the wider community. 

WHY DO I STILL GO TO CHURCH? 
Continued from Page 1 

I still go to church?” 

I want to share some of her words 

because I found them hopeful and 

true: 

“Why do I still go to church in a 

world where fewer people choose 

to do the same? It is not out of 

habit. It is not because I want to be 
seen as ‘holier than thou.’ My  

reason is simple.  

“In a world where we value our  

freedom, our privacy, and our  

independence, I don't want to be 

alone. I choose to be connected to 
a family of imperfect people who 

believe in the existence of a loving 

God, a people who face the  

darkness of the world honestly, but 

choose to keep their eyes on the 

light.  

“These are people who want that 

light to shine in the lives of others. 

My church, for me, is where this 

happens. We may be at different 
places in our journey, but all are 

welcomed, and encouraged to go 

on, serving others as we can. 

“Where ever you stand, whatever 

you believe, I urge you to find a 

place and community where you 
will not feel alone. If, deep in your 

heart, you sense that there is some-

thing, I don't know, a connective 

force, a source that calls us  

together, find a family. Find a 

church … a community where you 
are welcomed and encouraged to 

help one another. That is why I go 

to church in a world where fewer  

people choose to do the same.  

“Hope to see you on Sunday.” 

MOVING FORWARD WITH MCCI 
Pray for each of 
our MCCI teams: 

1) Dynamite 
Prayer 

2) Next  

Generation  
Ministry 

3) Decide: Steps  
of Faith 

4) First Friends 

5) Befriending 
Our Neighbors 

6) Growing  

Generous  
Givers 
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ADVENT STUDY 

A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS SERVICE 
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SENIORS 

Both times in Library | Room 111 

COOKIE WALK 

ANGEL TREE 

Cargill United Methodist Church is sponsoring three families this 
Christmas through ECHO Adopt-a-Family program.  

Help us make someone’s Christmas extra special by showing them 
what the love of God looks like! 

Please consider choosing one or more ornaments, purchase the 
gift(s), wrap them, tape the ornament to the gift and return under  
the tree by no later than Sunday December 15. 

 

United Women of Faith 

Cookie Walk 
Saturday, December 7 beginning at 9am 

In Fellowship Hall 

All proceeds go to missions 
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POTLUCK INVITE 

END OF THE YEAR GIVING  & CHURCH OFFICE CLOSURE 

Cargill’s church office will be closed December 24 through January 1. Please plan  
accordingly, including if you would like to make a last minute contribution. 

Whether you are graciously making early contributions toward your 2025 pledge or 
are continuing to make contributions toward your 2024 pledge, please clearly label 
them for the year toward which you would like them applied. Also, if you would like to 
deduct your 2024 financial contributions, they must be postmarked by December 31 
or placed in the offering plate, church office, or gold mailbox in the office hallway by 
Sunday, December 29. As always, please clearly label all contributions with the  
intended designation. Thank you to all who have supported the many ministries of 
Cargill UMC throughout 2024! 

CALLIGRAPHY CLASS 

BOUNTIFUL BLESSINGS GIFTS THRIFT STORE 



Page 6 

CARGILL 
gives Your year-end guide  

to generosity 

Your financial giving before year’s end will support: 

INSPIRING MESSAGES OF HOPE  WEEKLY WORSHIP IN PERSON & ONLINE   

MUSICAL EXCELLENCE MINISTRY WITH FAMILIES   

WELCOMING & HOSPITALITY TO GUESTS  SMALL-GROUP STUDIES   

CARING MINISTRIES FOR THOSE IN NEED  HEALTH & WELLNESS   

ACTS OF MERCY  WORKS OF JUSTICE  MEDIA OUTREACH   

MAINTAINING CARGILL UMC AS A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL PEOPLE 

 Giving to be recognized for 2024 must be received in person  

by December 29 or postmarked by December 31 

 

 

 

 

 

Will you grow in your pledge for 2025, or 

make a first-time pledge if you haven’t before?  

WATCH FOR PLEDGE CARDS IN THE MAIL 

You may pledge weekly, monthly, quarterly, or yearly 

GIVE ONLINE AT 

www.CargillUMC.org/giveonline/ 

Or in worship services or by mail 

         to 2000 Wesley Ave., Janesville, WI 53545  
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