
Advent Study                                                 2022                                

Stories from the Nativity 
Led by Pastor Amy Powell, Cargill UMC 
Cargill United Methodist Church 
2000 Wesley Avenue | Janesville, WI 

Mondays | 6:30-7:30pm 
	 Nov 28, Dec 5, Dec 12, Dec 19 

	 	 Via Zoom (click on this link) 

	 	 Zoom room will open 15 minutes before session 

	 	 The same link will be used each week 

Wednesdays | 2-3pm 
	 Nov 30, Dec 7, Dec 14, Dec 21 

	 Cargill Room 106 

Introduction 

All are invited to this “come as you are” small-group study 
that examines the scripture passages pertaining to Mary, 
Joseph, the Shepherds, and the Magi.   

Each session stands alone, so you’re welcome to attend 
one week or every week. Bring a Bible, and together we will 
read select passages from the gospels.   

We’ll explore the stories in their own context and together 
discover their messages for us in our context today.,  

If you wish to attend the Monday study, please e-mail 
Amy@CargillUMC.org to receive the Zoom link. 

Outline 
Week One 
“Announcement” 

Focus character: Mary 

Scripture: Luke 1 26-56 

Week Two 
“Acceptance” 

Focus character: Joseph 

Scripture: Matthew 1:18-25 

Week Three 
“Amazement” 

Focus character: Shepherds 

Scripture: Luke 2:8-20 

Week Four 
“Abundance” 

Focus character:  The gifts of 
the Magi 

Scripture: Matthew 2:1-12

SCAN ME

ZOOM SIGN-UP

https://tinyurl.com/y2exhxmv
mailto:Amy@CargillUMC.org


Week One 
“Announcement” 
Focus character: Mary 
Scripture: Luke 1 26-56 

Introductions and prayer 

The Gospel of Luke in Context 

• Gospel narrative 

• Intended audience 

• Study Format: a discussion on scholarship and tradition of focus character 

Read Luke 1:26-56 

From this reading, what can we learn about Mary?  How did she understand and relate to 
God? 

What we know about Mary according to scripture and scholarship (virgin birth, presence in 
Jesus life, etc) 

Church Traditions associated with Mary (Immaculate conception, childhood, assumption, etc) 

How does our understanding of Mary influence our faith and own understanding of God? 

If you want to reflect more… 

<activity> 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1:26-56&version=NRSVUE


Week Two 
“Acceptance” 
Focus character: Joseph 
Scripture: Matthew 1:18-25 

Introductions and prayer 

The Gospel of Matthew in Context 

• Gospel narrative 

• Intended audience 

• Study Format: a discussion on scholarship and tradition of focus character 

Read Matthew 1:18-25 

From this reading, what can we learn about Joseph?  How did he understand and relate to 
God? 

What we know about Joseph according to scripture and scholarship. (not much!) 

Church Traditions associated with Joseph.  (age and marital status, etc) 

How does our understanding of Joseph influence our faith and own understanding of God? 

If you want to reflect more… 

<activity> 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+1:18-25&version=NRSVUE


Week Three 
“Amazement” 
Focus character: Shepherds 
Scripture: Luke 2:8-20 

Introductions and prayer 

The Gospel of Luke in Context 

• Why Mary and not Joseph? 

• Why the Shepherds and not the Kings? 

Read Luke 2:8-20 

From this reading, what can we learn about the shepherds?  How did they understand and 
relate to God? 

What we know about the shepherds according to scripture and scholarship. (life and times of 
first century shepherds) 

Church Traditions associated with shepherds.  (???) 

How does our understanding of the shepherds influence our faith and own understanding of 
God? 

If you want to reflect more… 

<activity> 

Week Four 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2:8-20&version=NRSVUE


“Abundance” 
Focus character:  The gifts of the Magi 
Scripture: Matthew 2:1-12 

Introductions and prayer 

The Gospel of Mathew in Context 

• Who were the magi? 

Read Matthew 2:1-12 

From this reading, what can we learn about the magi?  How did they understand and relate to 
God? 

What do we know about the magi’s gifts according to scripture and scholarship? 

Church Traditions associated with magi and their gifts. 

How does our understanding of the magi and their gifts influence our faith and own 
understanding of God? 

If you want to reflect more… 

<activity> 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2:1-12&version=NRSVUE

