
THE NEXT SEASON 

2021 
By Pastor Steve Scott 

I’ve never been so eager for Lent to begin.  

The season is typically considered one of reverence, more 

than celebration. But Lent is also a time for hope. It literally 

comes from a Middle English word meaning spring.  

Bring on spring. 

This year, it feels as if we’re emerging from a year-long    

winter. I recall we had spring, summer and fall last year, 

but they blur into a memory of time suspended and life 

disrupted. 

We’re coming upon the anniversary of pandemic “firsts.” 

In the secular world, it was the NBA suspending its season 

on Wednesday, March 11, followed by the local state 

tournaments and then the NCAAs. (You know it’s serious 

when major sports cancel games.) 

And when worship was canceled on March 14-15 here at 

Cargill, a new reality set in. I’ve been in pastoral ministry 

for 14 years. I had never canceled a worship service for 

any reason, weather or otherwise. (Although a 22-inch 

snowfall in Holcombe, WI, kept attendance down a bit.) 

You know all about the past year.  

What about the days, weeks and months ahead at Cargill 

UMC? 

We continue to pray, discern, consult and listen. We listen 

to your thoughts, hopes and 

frustrations. We pay attention 

to health metrics in Janesville 

and Rock County. We consult 

with leaders in other churches 

and throughout our  
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Nearly 70 people received 

ashes in the Cargill      

Sanctuary on                  

Ash Wednesday as we  

began the season of Lent. 

 

 

 

 

We will invite you to        

experience Maundy    

Thursday (April 1) and 

Good Friday (April 2). Be 

watching for details soon. 

To learn about plans for 

Easter and beyond, please 

read “The Next Season”   

in the update at left.  
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Weekend Worship 
Recorded in the Cargill Sanctuary 

 

A weekly service featuring prayer, 
Scripture, Cargill’s music  

ministry and pastor’s message 

On YouTube at “Cargill UMC” 

Posted each Saturday 
(available at 5pm and anytime after) 

And on Charter Channel 994 JATV on Wednesdays   
at 10am, 4pm and 10pm 

 

Microwave Message  
A quick warm-up for mind & spirit 

 

A brief message of 
hope and encouragement  

On Facebook at  
“Cargill United Methodist Church”  

& “Cargill UMC”  
& on YouTube at “CargillUMC” 

Posted each Wednesday 
(available at 6am and anytime after) 

Upcoming topics: 

Us, Them &the Body of Christ 

Have, Have-Not & the Kingdom of God 

Old, New &Covenant 

Life, Death &Resurrection  

To participate, e-mail Pastor Steve at         

steve@cargillumc.org 

MARCH 2021 

CONNECTING @ 

Online study 

Sundays and 

Wednesdays through 

March 24 

On Zoom 

 

CargillUMC.org 
We are excited to announce we are  

redesigning our CargillUMC.org Web site. 

Watch for the launch of the new site 

later this spring. 

We hope the new site will be instrumental in 

welcoming new people to Cargill! 



Page 3 

 

Contributions Budget through Feb 2021   $75,499 

Actual Contributions through Feb 2021    $67,981 

Actual Contributions through Feb 2020   $83,076 

2021 Contribution Budget Shortage               $ 7,518*   (*One week left to report in February) 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 

BOUNTIFUL BLESSINGS 

Cargill continues to offer our monthly Bountiful Blessings free community meal on the 3rd 

Saturday. We provide a “Grab & Go” meal between 4 and 5pm under the canopy of the 

North entrance. The next Bountiful Blessings meal is Saturday, March 20th. To volunteer to 

prepare and/or distribute, contact Sara  Pedersen at 608.756.2686 or Becky Saliby at 

608.201.6069.  

Church World Services has announced that last year, Cargill ranked 

#42 in the country out of almost 5000 teams of walkers in funds 

raised! The Janesville area ranked #20 of about 500 areas and our 

own Deb Kline Tollefson is ranked #8 in the US for money raised by 

an individual! Good job, Deb and everyone who participated!  

CROP WALK CONGRATULATIONS 

CROP WALK 

On Sunday April 25, 2021 we will gather with others in our community to fight hunger both 

here and around the world. We need walkers and sponsors for the Janesville Area CROP 

Hunger Walk. Please contact Julie Shireman at 847-361-7783 or email her at  

Julie_shireman@hotmail.com for more details and to sign up to be a walker, a sponsor, or 

both. You may also go to the CWS website at www.crophungerwalk.org/janesvillewi to  

register as a walker on the Cargill United Methodist Church team or make a donation. The 

walk this year will be a virtual walk as it was last year, but we are hoping that the walkers 

from Cargill United Methodist church will be able to walk as a group from the church at 

1:00pm on the day of the walk. Last year Cargill 

had 4 walkers and raised over $9,700. Thanks for 

helping feed the hungry both in our community 

and throughout the world. 

GIFTS THRIFT STORE 

GIFTS Thrift Store has been up and running since November. Reviews have been awesome! 

Proceeds go to support the shelter. This is a great opportunity to serve God through service 

to others. Individuals are needed to help as cashiers, stocking, and marking prices on  

merchandise. Contact Brittany at (608) 373-1901. 

Thank you, everyone, for your  

support of Cargill’s ministry!!! 



 God has been speaking to us throughout 

the pandemic. As hard as it has been to 

not gather regularly, what is our faith 

teaching us right now? 

 We are planning to gather outdoors in 

some way on Easter Sunday morning, 

April 4 — to worship and to celebrate the 

Resurrection. A children’s and family 

event also is being planned. We will 

share details with you as soon as we can. 

 As warmer weather returns, we plan to 

schedule outdoor worship regularly. We 

don’t yet know how often, but we know 

we can take advantage of the blessing 

of our physical campus, either our lawn 

or parking lot. 

 We are hopeful we can begin planning 

seriously for indoor worship again, given 

that we have a spacious Sanctuary. 

 To that end, the biggest challenge to our 

worshiping indoors during a pandemic is 

that it’s difficult and counterintuitive for 

people to maintain recommended  

physical distancing while indoors. We 

naturally gravitate toward one another. 

How can we ensure healthy practices for 

people of all ages without being “covid 

cops”? 

 Because of that challenge, we are     

hoping that warmer weather might  

facilitate the safest method - gathering  

outside before and after indoor worship.  

 For indoor activities to resume, we             

fervently await a sustained improvement 

in health statistics in Rock County. We 

have been seeing this progress over the 

past several weeks. We eagerly await 

Rock County improving to Reopening 

Phase 2, so small groups may resume 

gathering again. (This is an objective 

metric we have observed since last   

summer.) 

 We will continue to emphasize wearing 

facemasks in our building and  

accommodate distancing as  

recommended by health officials in  

order to maintain healthy trajectories. 

Continued on next page 
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THE NEXT SEASON (from Page 1) 

Conference. We study what Scripture tells us about maintaining faith amidst hardship. 

On Ash Wednesday, I spent much time praying in the Sanctuary. An image came into     

focus of our worshiping together in our Sanctuary, outdoors and online in the weeks ahead.  

I can’t predict dates. Scripture and science will continue to guide our discernment. But I’d 

like to share the following hopes and observations with you: 

Churches 

have         

traditionally 

been          

organized 

around    

sanctuary 

worship. It 

has been a 

trying year 

since the 

pandemic 

began. 



Cargill UMC 
Staff 

 

Lead Pastor 

Rev Steve Scott 

steve@cargillumc.org 
 

Associate Pastor  

Rev. Seongmin Kim 

seongmin@cargillumc.org 
 

Pastor of Senior Ministries 

Rev. Stu Allen 

stu@cargillumc.org 
 

Director of Missional Outreach 

Rev. Doug Farrell  

doug@cargillumc.org 
 

Director of Music Ministries 

 Richard Severing  

severing44@gmail.com 
 

Choir Director 

Marie Severing 

mlsevering@gmail.com 
 

Director of Preschool  

& Daycare  

Dawn Allen 

daycare@cargillumc.org 
 

Administrative Assistant  

Jo Barrow 

jo@cargillumc.org 
 

Financial Coordinator 

Valerie Schmoldt 

val@cargillumc.org 
 

Kitchen Ministries 

Becky Saliby 

beckysaliby2@gmail.com 

Special Events Cook 

Diane Quade 

dianequade@gmail.com 
 

Web Master 

Mark Banner 

webmaster@cargillumc.org 
 

Program Ministries Assistant 

Kristi Filter 

kristi@cargillumc.org 
 

Nursery Care Coordinator 

Heidi Alderman 

hideeot@yahoo.com 
 

Maintenance 

Ron Stacey 
 

Janitor 

Gladis Albino 
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 We will consider new ways and times of worship if that allows 

us to come back together sooner. 

 We are committed to continuing online worship, even after we 

resume in-person worship. God uses every situation to help 

connect us.  

Meanwhile, I have a great  

vantage point to Cargill UMC’s  

continued ministry:  

 Even as I write this, cars are  

lining up outside for the  

Bountiful Blessings drive-thru 

meal, and a team of wonderful  

servants is welcoming them.  

Similar efforts continue in places 

such as ECHO and GIFTS. 

 Our Cargill Christian Preschool 

and Daycare continues to serve 

dozens of families, thanks to the 

resilience of its staff. 

 Forty people have joined me in 

an online Lenten study. There’s  

still a place for you (see Page 2). 

 Teams such as Children’s Ministry and Caring Ministries are  

striving to connect with people, many of whom have found 

the pandemic to be emotionally and physically challenging. 

 We’re reviewing our governance structure uniting the church 

and preschool, strengthening our procedures to care for the 

building, and considering how to more closely align our  

leadership to match what God is calling Cargill to be and do. 

 We’re rebuilding our Cargill Web site from the ground up so it 

will not only help you connect more quickly with what’s going 

on here, but be a more inviting “front door” for those wishing 

to learn about the church. 

Please know how grateful I am to serve here at Cargill. I share 

your frustrations in what we’ve temporarily given up, but I hope 

you share my excitement in the opportunities that lie ahead. 

Bountiful Blessings volunteers set 

up for the February drive-thru 

meal as cars line up outside. 



Confirmation Class of 2021 

is now helping with worship,  

Bountiful Blessings, and  

other ministry areas  
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In March 2021, we will continue our virtual Sunday school with a weekly video at home. 

The videos will be posted on the Cargill UMC YouTube channel and the Facebook pages 

of Cargill United Methodist Church, Cargill UMC, and Spark by 8am each Sunday.  

Sunday, March 7   Sunday school      

Monday, March 8  Children’s Ministry Team 

Sunday, March 14   Sunday school   

Sunday, March 21  Sunday school  

Sunday, March 28  Sunday school   

In March 2021, Youth Sunday school will have video lessons only, 

depending on the teacher’s sign-up schedules. The lesson will be 

posted on the FB page at 8am on Sundays. Let us continue our 

faith journeys together. 

March 7  Teacher: Mrs. Karen Biege 

For the Confirmation Class of 2021, Pastor Seongmin will provide  

virtual confirmation classes with video lessons and Zoom  

gatherings.  

 Video lesson s on the Confirmation’s FB page on Wednesday 

at 8am.  

          On March 3, 10, & 17 

 Zoom gathering on Sunday at 4pm 

          On March 7, 14, 21  

Thank you to all those who participated in  

“Prayers from the Heart” in February.   

Through your prayers and sharing your time 

and love with our Cargill children, those kids 

are growing in  Christian faith. Thank you!  
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SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS 
Application forms for 2021 scholarships are available online on the Cargill website and the 

Facebook page. Four separate types of scholarships are available: Cargill UMC General 

Education Scholarships for any member of any age continuing their education, the Sidney 

Lingenfelter Trust Scholarships for those considering education in ministries, and two types 

of Howard W. Marquardt Trust Scholarships. The first is the Christian Education Grant which 

is available for those interested in any type of religious study. This includes individual clas-

ses and seminars. The other is the Vocational Education Grant. The primary intent of these 

scholarships is for anyone pursuing a degree in vocational, technical, or engineering  

related studies. However, if there is a lack of applicants in such fields, funds may be  

applied to degree work towards other vocations. 

All members of the congregation or active participants that are interested in applying 

should download and complete a form. Please return it via mail or email to the Cargill 

UMC office (2000 Wesley Ave, 53545) no later than March 21, 2021. Awards will be  

announced in late May. Any questions can be directed to Jeff Schmoldt; Scholarship 

Committee Chairperson, Schmoldtfamily@charter.net or call 608-289-3000. 

SAVE THE DATES 

Mother Daughter Tea  - outside event  

                    on Saturday, May 8th  11am-1pm 

Easter Egg Hunt  -  Outside event on Easter Sunday, April 4 

                                                  Time to be determined  

Vacation Bible School - August 1-5 
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